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The National Marine Sanctuary System 
Ocean and Great Lakes Protected Areas and 

Environments that are of Special National Significance 



National 
Marine 
Sanctuaries 
Act 
1972 

To maintain, restore, 
and enhance living 

resources; and to 
facilitate to the 

extent 
possible all 
public and 

private uses 
of the 

resources of 
these marine 

areas 



Coastal Marine Spatial Planning 
and National Marine Sanctuaries 

Spatial Planning  Tools 
•  No Oil and Gas Development 
•  Area to Be Avoided (Shipping) 
•  Particularly Sensitive Sea Area 

(Shipping 
•  Marine Zoning, by Use 
•  Sanctuary-wide No Discharge 

Zone  
 


