
William G. Salters, Team Lead
SCDHEC-Coastal Planner



Objective D.R.C. 3-
 

Improve Post-Disaster 
Redevelopment Planning for Coastal Communities, 
Including Infrastructure and Business Continuity
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For the past two years, DRC’ s primary focus has been accomplishing action items and tasks under objective DRC3 – Improve post-disaster redevelopment planning for coastal communities, including infrastructure and business continuity 





 

Action DRC3A: Evaluate nationwide Post‐Disaster Redevelopment Planning 
initiatives to improve understanding of post‐disaster redevelopment options.



 

Action DRC3B: Develop guidance to improve redevelopment considerations in 
state and local hazards mitigation plans and local comprehensive

 

and growth 
management plans.



 

Action DRC3C: Explore short‐term economic recovery aspects of long‐term 
redevelopment, and opportunities to create partnerships in support of local 
business recovery.
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There are three action items under DRC3…

Over the past year the DRC has focused on developing products to complete  Action Item DRC3A-Evaluate nationwide Post‐Disaster Redevelopment Planning initiatives to improve understanding of post‐disaster redevelopment options

As well as beginning work Action DRC3C: Explore short‐term economic recovery aspects of long‐term redevelopment, and opportunities to create partnerships in support of local business recovery.





Implementation Steps: 
1) Review Post-Disaster Redevelopment Planning Processes and 
inventory what has been done throughout all of the states. 
2) Hold regional summit to improve understanding of post-disaster 
redevelopment options. 

3) Compile an online database of tools and resources with a forum 
for discussion that could be used to help with post-disaster 
redevelopment planning. 
4) Explore land use change analysis and planning tools that could be 
used during the post-disaster redevelopment process, and 
implications for implementation. 
5) Examine current federal recovery resources and evaluate any 
barriers or obstacles that they present and offer ways to better

 
coordinate with them through the states.
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It’s important to recognize the direction and accomplishments we have made previously to understand the work in 2013.

In 2012, DRC completed two implementation steps under Action Item DRC3A: Evaluating nationwide Post-Disaster Redevelopment Planning initiatives to improve understanding and business continuity

We were able to leverage a SC Seagrant Intern in 2012 to perform a literature review…living document

The Long-Term Recovery Planning Summit:  Post-Disaster Redevelopment Planning & Beyond was held on July 10th and 11th of 2012 in Jacksonville, FL. to improve understanding of post-disaster redevelopment options. The workshop was very successful in bringing together over one hundred representatives from local, regional, state, and federal government as well as nongovernmental organizations, private industry, and academia.  The event had a packed agenda covering a multitude of topics surrounding long term recovery and post-disaster redevelopment planning. Summit highlighted the fact that there is much more to be done across the region in post-disaster redevelopment planning

In 2013, DRC sought to complete the remaining three implementation steps under DRC3A:
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The DRC team worked diligently compiling tools and resources for an online database but ultimately decided this action had already been accomplished by other organizations …it’s worth noting these resources were not developed when the action plan was written



http://www.fema.gov/disaster-survivor-assistance and http://www.disasterrecoveryresources.net/drr/
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There are actions that should be taken before, during and after an event that are unique to every hazard.

FEMA provides resources that can help us plan, prepare, mitigate, respond and recover. As well as assistance options.
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The National Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF) is the new, federal framework designed to ensure coordination and recovery planning at all levels of government before a disaster, and defines how we will work together, following a disaster, to best meet the needs of states, local and tribal governments and communities and individuals in their recoveries.
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This framework helps to better define how we, as a Nation, will approach recovery. It is not the finish line, but just one part of the ongoing mission to better meet the needs of disaster survivors. 
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Ms Rubin is the editor of the recent book Emergency Management; The American Experience, 1900-2010.

This site offers a collection of documents, citations, and links, dealing with community recovery from major disasters.
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The purpose of this project is to identify, collect, and share information, in various forms, that contribute to an understanding of the community recovery process after a major disaster. 
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 Contributions from researchers, practitioners, and consultants are essential to the success of this effort.
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4) Similarly, there are several reports have been produced that identify ways to strengthen and enhance community resilience through land use planning, recognizing that there are no one-size fits-all solutions. 
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Examples of these reports which are relevant to our region are: “Resilient Coastal Development through Land Use Planning” and Georgetown University’s Climate Center “Adaptation Tool Kit” 

Both provide discussion for improving community resilience through local land use planning. 
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These reports analyze the different tools available to a community and examine the incentives of each. 

Why are these important to our region?

Well they provide the framework and guidance for a community to conduct an audit and how to initiate the next steps to begin planning for resiliency. Planning staff from each state could utilize this guidance with their respective constituents.
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The team partnered with the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Florida Coastal Management Program and the American Planning Association to sponsor a live broadcast of a session, Planning for Post-Disaster Recovery, at the 2013 American Planning Association (APA) Conference in Chicago, IL. 

	The broadcast, viewed by 515 people, highlighted  the new guidance document developed through a FEMA-APA cooperative agreement. During the webinar participants explored the essential role planners play in disaster recovery. Learn key concepts in recovering from natural disasters. Find out how to tie the goals of your community's long-term recovery plan to other planning processes. Examine the pros and cons of pre-disaster versus post-disaster planning. 

2) Another milestone or success this year was identifying NOAA’s CRest Grant Program which funds projects that help communities become more resilient to the threats posed by coastal hazards. Currently, the SE Region is ineligible for this funding. A letter from the Steering Group was sent to NOAA requesting our region’s eligibility. We are hopeful this program may be able to support DRC activities and projects in the future.


3) Members of the DRC also participated in a NOAA Coastal Center needs assessment to gather detailed information about training needs in the area of pre-disaster redevelopment planning and implementation for the region. 

The purpose of the assessment is to create modules to train both local officials and professionals how to create redevelopment plans to be ready for effective redevelopment in the event of actual climate and coastal hazard natural disasters.
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As I mentioned previously, there is still much more to be done across the region in post-disaster redevelopment planning. We look forward to our panel discussion tomorrow to identify further opportunities for the GSAA and DRC.
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